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APRIL MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT  
 

A Tour through Time: Sustaining Technology through Mine Waste Management 
 This presentation will review the history of the challenges of mining and waste management, the impacts on 
society and its response, and the variety of efforts over time to address these challenges.  The contributions of 
mining to society are taken for granted when people take off in their cars, talk on their cell phones, watch the 
television, cook on their stoves, and many other ordinary and extraordinary activities. Elements from the earth 
make our lives comfortable, healthy and safe, but the investments in people, equipment, and infrastructure 
necessary to produce those elements in a safe, responsible way are often overlooked by most people who 
benefit from the precious metals extracted from the ground. Dams at mines are an important part of the 
infrastructure that are used to manage extremely large volumes of water and tailings, a waste material from 
pulverized ore subjected to mine mill processes. A series of recent tailings dam failures in the world brought 
attention to these important structures and the challenges of mine waste management.  Advancements in 
technology are needed to sustain the mining needed to develop the hardware and technology contributing to 
the well-being of society.    

 

 Charles F. Cobb, PE 
Charles F. Cobb, P. E. graduated from the Georgia Institute of Technology in 1985 
with a Bachelor of Civil Engineering degree.  He worked as a consulting engineer for 
Golder Associates in Atlanta before transferring to their Anchorage office in 1990.  
He began working for the Alaska Department of Natural Resources in 1998 as the 
State Dam Safety Engineer, responsible for the administration of the Alaska Dam 
Safety Program, with regulatory authority over water dams and large mine tailings 
dams in Alaska, retiring in 2022.  Mr. Cobb has a broad background in civil and 
geotechnical engineering, ranging from site investigations for small dams to the 
design and construction of hazardous waste landfills and tailings storage facilities. He 
has been involved in engineering projects at all levels, from construction inspection 
to design and project management to regulatory review. He is an expert in design and construction using 
geosynthetic materials and authored several documents on containment systems in Arctic environments for 
the oil and gas industry in Alaska. More recent publications include the Guidelines for Cooperation with the 
Alaska Dam Safety Program (2017), conference proceedings and presentations, and in periodicals including 
the Journal of Dam Safety (2019).  Mr. Cobb served on the Board of Directors for the Association of State Dam 
Safety Officials from 2012 to 2016 and chaired the Tailings Dam Regulatory Committee from its inception in 
2017 through 2021, serving as the lead editor for the Tailings Dam Supplement to the Model State Dam Safety 
Program (draft). 

When: Friday, 28 April 2023 from 12 to 1 PM. Doors open at 11.30 AM 
Where: UAA Student Union Den –2921 Spirit Way, Anchorage, AK 99508 
Cost:  $20 per person – cash | check | credit card 
Lunch: Sandwiches & Salads 
RSVP: April 2023 Luncheon Registration - RSVP By 4/27/2023 

This meeting qualifies for one hour of professional development. 
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http://app.message.asce.org/e/es?s=1360&e=914292&elqTrackId=f2b02296aa9c4f699603ed9d506586f4&elq=48a468f1844e4b78b873795fa4e6ac91&elqaid=30521&elqat=1
about:blank
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/april-2023-in-person-luncheon-tickets-622027369607

