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JANUARY MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT  
 

Barrow Utilidor System Upgrades in Utqiaġvik, AK 
The Barrow Utilidor System (BUS), located in Utqiaġvik, AK, is 

a network of below grade utilidors and pump stations used for 

distribution and collection of water and wastewater, as well as 

routing of some communications and power. The BUS was 

originally constructed in the mid-80’s and has seen few 

upgrades since. More recently, changes in climate and 

shoreline erosion has deteriorated supporting permafrost, as 

well as aging components, has threatened operation of the 

BUS. PND has been working to ensure uninterrupted operation 

of the BUS by stabilizing ground temperatures and upgrading 

and hardening pump stations. This presentation will provide a 

brief history of the BUS, some of the problems and risks that 

have been identified, and PND’s efforts to mitigate those 

problems and risks. 

 

 

 

 Jake Kopplow, PE 
Jake Kopplow, PE, is a senior engineer at PND Engineers, Inc. He received his 

bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering from Idaho State University in 2013. 

Jake has worked at PND for nine years, providing civil and structural design 

for arctic infrastructure, heavy civil, bridges and marine facilities. Much of his 

work occurs in the arctic and subarctic regions of Alaska which involve 

consideration of large, heavy loads, permafrost, and intensive construction 

logistics. Jake has spent a significant portion of his career developing designs 

for both public and private clients to deal with the effects of coastal erosion, 

flooding, and permafrost on utility systems, roadways and structures.  

 
 

When: Tuesday, 17 January 2023 from 12 to 1 PM  

Where: Moose Lodge – 4211 Arctic Blvd, Anchorage, AK, 99503  

Cost: 2023 Price Increase - $20 per person – cash | check | credit card 

Lunch: Sandwiches & Salads 

RSVP: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/asce-january-2023-in-person-luncheon-tickets-503743078107  
This meeting qualifies for one hour of professional development. 
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